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W hen the Codorus Creek Watershed Asso-

ciation (CCWA) first assessed Hanoverôs 

Oil Creek to determine its eligibility for restora-

tion, they found a stream contributing excessive 
amounts of sediment to a watershed already 

plagued by that very problem.  Oil Creek, not 

unlike many streams in our watershed, consisted 

of high banks that suffered from a serious under-

cutting problem, which was eroding critical veg-

etation - the one thing holding those banks to-

gether.  It was obvious why the Codorus Creek 

Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Water 

Implementation Plan (the ñWIPò), considered 

the creek a ñPriority 1ò for restoration.  There 
was no need for any debate - Oil Creek was 

ñimpaired,ò and in need of prompt attention.   

The Project: CCWA, recogniz-

ing the importance of such resto-

ration efforts, sponsored the res-

toration project, which was fund-

ed through various State & Feder-

al Grants, as well as in-kind grant matches.  Af-

ter the preliminary administrative tasks were 

completed (initial surveying, project design, 

bidding, permitting, etc.), project construction 

began along 2,531 feet of Oil Creek (in Heidel-
berg Township) in January of 2008.  (The con-

struction portion was completed by 

the Aquatic Resource Restoration 

Company [ARRC]).  The construc-

tion, aimed at restoring the stream 

banks, the stream channel, the Creekôs flood-

plain, and the associated wetlands, was complet-

ed in June of the same year.  Although the pro-

jectôs construction was complete, CCWAôs 

work had only just begun. 

Post-Construction Monitoring: The permits 
required for such a project (from the PA DEP 

and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers), man-

date ñpost-constructionò monitoring at regular 

intervals.   

This ñmonitoringò includes in-

spection of the overall project site 

& the individual ñstructuresò 
placed within the stream, an in-

ventory of the surviving plant 

species along both sides of the stream,  an evalua-

tion of the types of life observed in the water (a sign 

of water quality), an evaluation of sediment 

transport, detailed ñbank profile surveysò, and ex-

tensive photography.  Depending on the number of 

volunteers assisting, each monitoring event takes a 

few hours to complete.  The data from the dayôs 

testing is then compiled, reviewed, and evaluated at 
a later date.  If needed, recommendations are made 

to correct any problems or issues.  Upon 

completion of this evaluation, a complete 

written report is prepared and sent to the 

PA DEP, among many other organiza-

tions.   

ñMonitoring Dayò:  Alt-

hough each monitoring day only takes a 

few hours to complete, a lot of work 

occurs, and our volunteers are kept ra-

ther busy.  The volunteers are divided into teams 

and begin working on their particular assessment 
area.  Assessments such as the ñmacro 

countò (determining the quantity and type of ma-

croinvertebrates at given locations) and the ñpebble 

countò (determining how many pebbles of specific 

sizes are found at given locations) must be done at 

multiple locations ï upstream of the project area, 

midstream of the project area, and downstream of 

the project area.   
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