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Priority Isites like this one along the South Branch of the
Codorus Creek are sources of sediment loads and
phosphorus.The Problem:What has happened to theChesapeakeBay because of high volumes of thenutrient chemicalsnitrogenandphosphorus?(They arecalled“nutrients”because plants usethem for growth and forbuildingcell structures.)In the Bay, excess amounts of these nutrients sparkan overgrowth ofalgae, whichis called an algaebloom, and, due to the thickness of their growth,light is reduced in the water column.The reducedlightinhibits growth, andkills off underwater grassbeds, whichprovide habitat for young crabs,fish,and waterfowl.As the lower layers of algae die,their remains sink to the bottom and aresubsequently decayed bybacteria. This processsteadily uses up valuableoxygen.

Sources:Approximately 1/3rd of thenitrogen comes from the atmosphere (cars, powerplants, industry) and the remainder is fromagricultural and general runoff. The phosphoruscomes from agriculturalrunoff anderosion fromcollapsing stream banks where the phosphoroushad previously remainedchemically locked inside.“Erosion” occurs when soil is removedfrom itscurrent location by actions such as water, includingfast running streams, precipitation runoff &melting, and even the force of falling rain.  Windaction and gravityalso contribute to erosion, whichoccurs naturally in the environment.  However, ourinteraction with the land has a direct effect onerosion.

Mission:To enhance, restore, sustain, and protect the Codorus
Creek Watershed and its environs as a living resource for
future generations, and as a habitat for biodiversity.
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